




Crystal Residential Towers
Moscow

Our client’s goal is to create a new high quality housing development 
for moderate income tenants in an established Moscow 
neighbourhood. This 127,000 sq m (1,370,000 sq ft) residential 
complex is the first project to be developed as part of the ‘New 
Moscow Ring’.

Three towers rise from a shared retail and office podium. The 
35-and 45-storey towers create a bold and striking feature on the 
local skyline, and a low cost, but highly expressive façade system 
wraps the towers. Retail shops are arranged along a 2-storey public 
mall together with a residents’ fitness centre. 

The site’s graciously landscaped grounds are a seamless extension 
of the adjacent public park. 

Harlem Park
Mixed-use - New York

This is the first major office tower to be built in New York City’s Harlem 
neighbourhood in over 30 years. The 21-storey building is being 
developed by Vornado Realty Trust and is located at 125th Street and 
Park Avenue. The 55,740 sq m, (600,000 sq ft) building was designed 
to achieve a LEED Silver certification.

Adjacent to the Metro North commuter rail line, the site includes 
7,618 sq m, (82,000 sq ft) of retail space on the community’s 
main retail thoroughfare. Set on a podium, the 18-storey main 
tower features an aluminium and glass curtain wall with integrated 
vertical terracotta fins that echo the masonry construction of nearby 
buildings. 

As Harlem Park will be taller than surrounding buildings the verticality 
of the tower has been offset with a composition of smaller-scale 
‘stacked boxes’ that ground the building in the scale of the local 
community. The top ‘box’ - a distinct cubic form - will be illuminated at 
night and establish the building within the City’s famed skyline. 



West Virginia State Capitol
Historic Preservation - Charleston, West Virginia 

The dominant feature of West Virginia’s State Capitol is its gilded 
dome, designed by Cass Gilbert. Five restoration attempts since the 
dome’s completion in 1932 have failed. SHCA won this commission 
to definitively return the grandeur to this local architectural icon. 

We identified the exact causes for the historic failures - improper 
surface preparation, and returned the dome to its original appearance 
using a durable coating system, while making necessary repairs to 
underlying architectural and structural deficiencies. A specialised 
plastic enclosure permitted construction to continue year round 
and maintained the precise temperature and humidity required for 
the gold leaf application. This seemingly simple tactic ensured the 
successful re-gilding of the dome and enabled the completion of the 
project nine months ahead of schedule. 

Moody’s Investors Service
Interior Design - New York

This new headquarters fit-out project at 7 World Trade Center is a 
design that marries a forward-looking company’s aspirations with 
respect for its past history. 

The design solutions feature an elliptical staff dining area that 
offers respite from the ordered geometry of the typical floors, and 
a conference suite that communicates Moody’s history and global 
presence. The golden bas-relief panel, a reproduction of the sculpture 
that graced the company’s former main entrance, greets visitors.  

The result skilfully conveys a sense of integrity, stability and discretion 
within a modern and contemporary workplace. We are also working 
with Moody’s in London, Paris and Moscow to implement consistently 
high quality workplace design in these international offices.



Bristows

Interior Design - London

After 30 years in a classic Georgian building, legal firm Bristows 
has relocated to 100 Victoria Embankment which combines a sleek 
modern atrium within a Grade 2 Listed building.

The 4,200 sq m (45,000 sq ft) fit-out includes client meeting rooms 
with riverside views, open plan secretarial and support areas, 
and a centralised ‘hub’ containing the library and staff break-out 
amenities. Fee earners are accommodated in square shared offices 
– a departure from the standard planning modules for law firms. 
Feedback from our user workshops confirmed that square offices 
improved internal layout, was more democratic and less hierarchical. 

The design has a classic, tailored and restrained aesthetic that 
combines elements of colour from Bristows new branding palette. 
The result is a modern workplace that supports their unique culture of 
blending leading-edge technical knowledge and traditional law.

Organic Market Residential Development 

Bomonti - Istanbul

The design approach for this site is influenced by the local context. 
The principle elevations face East and West and have different design 
solutions to each aspect.

On the East side a ‘formal’ response to the surrounding streets is 
adopted by stacking the apartments to form bays that are redolent of 
town houses, thereby creating a vertical emphasis.

On the West side the building faces an organic market and achieves 
a more ‘informal’ effect by grouping windows in a horizontal 
arrangement with 100 sliding louvers, the position of which can 
change according to residents needs. Balconies are located in a 
random pattern which is in keeping with the spirit of the market place. 

The building is commissioned by Belgian investor Extensa and 
includes a number of retail units at street level that are ideal for 
specialist food shops adjacent to the organic market. This light and 
creative building will attract residents to this delightful and enjoyable 
urban environment.



Shymkent Competition

Mixed-use Scheme - Kazakhstan

This competition entry for a 200,000 sq m (2,153,000 sq ft) mixed-use 
development integrates an office tower, retail space and residential 
corridor within the city’s central square and is an integral component 
in the urban renewal of Shymkent, a city in south-central Kazakhstan. 

The urban geometry inspired the massing, tectonic and aesthetic 
approaches to the buildings. A hierarchy of spaces breaks down the 
scale of the site, which is layered in section to create a meaningful 
sequence of “events” weaving together the disparate elements. 

Award-winning Flexible Workplace

Workplace Consulting & Interior Design - London

Our client, EC Harris has been awarded the 2008 British Institute 
of Facilities Management Award for Impact on Organisation and 
Workplace. This high-performance workplace, designed by SHCA, 
is delivering tangible business results:

• 60% of people said their performance at work had been improved  
 by the new workplace;
• 20% reduction in staff attrition and double the staff attraction rate;
• 78% reduction in filing;
• 120 additional staff accommodated in the flexible workplace  
 without increasing space.

This dynamic flexible workplace is evidence of the relationship 
between high quality workplace design and business success.

www.shca.com 




